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Meaning: Agni (Fire) wanted to provide food for the
Devathas (gods). He gave the Charu prepared out of
rice flour to Agni and the Krittikaas in eight vessels-
\nd so he became capable of procuring food for the
gods.

The parashakthi after division into the three qualities
:>f Sattya, Rajas and Thamas, created Devatas at first
)ut of the pure Sattva (virtue) quality- Amongst the
3evatas Parashakthi first created agni (fire), as the
^edic statement Agniragte prathamo devathanaam \ There-
bre Agni was first born among Devathas. It is agni
vho distributes to. the respective Devathas the essence
)f food given as homa (offerings) into agni (fire). This
s borne out by the Vedic statement ^Agnimukhaa vai
ievathanaamff. Further it is agni who resides as the
itomach-fire in all beings, digests the food and distributes
he essence to the organs, which are parts of the
3ods.

^Agnih puurvarrupam Aadithya uttararuupam". According
o this statement of the Thattiriyopanishath is is agni
vho is in the form of the Sun. Thus agni is the
irst born among Devathas and nourisher of all beings
ra the world, and therefore his name occurs first at
he commencement of creation.

Another fact has to be pointed out here.The yajurveda
lakshthreshti manthra describes the greatness of all the
tars and the homas. But the manthra does not commence